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Appendix E 
ACHPN Exam Content Outline 

1 Assessment and Data Collection 44 
A Medical history and review of systems 

 

B Physical examination 
C Functional assessment 
D Psychosocial and spiritual assessment 
E Standardized assessment and prognostic tools 
F Signs and symptoms of serious illness 
G Advance care planning 
H Disease progression and prognostication 
I Signs of imminent death 
J Unique needs of specific populations 
2 Intervention and Management 32 
A Diagnostic tests and procedures 

 

B Pharmacologic therapies 
C Non-pharmacologic interventions 
D Complementary and alternative interventions 
E Disease process and plan of care 
F Hospice and palliative care emergencies 
G Palliative sedation 
H Life support devices 
3 Education and Communication 36 
A Age-appropriate teaching methods 

 

B Communication theory and principles within the context of hospice and 
palliative care 

C Strategies to overcome communication barriers 
D Cultural and spiritual competence 
E Grief, loss, and bereavement 
4 Professionalism and Practice 38 
A Principles of biomedical ethics 

 

B Professional boundaries 
C Scope of practice 
D Opioid stewardship 
E National hospice and palliative care standards and guidelines 
F Self-care (burnout, compassion fatigue, moral distress) 
G Clinical decision making 
H Continuous quality improvement 
I Hospice criteria 
J Professional development 


